[Measurement of plasma malondialdehyde contents and erythrocyte superoxide dismutase activities in patients with chronic cor pulmonale].
We measured the contents of plasma MDA and erythrocyte SOD activities in patients with chronic cor pulmonale. The contents of malondialdehyde (MDA) increased; the superoxide dismutase (SOD) activities suppressed significantly and reoxygenation caused increases in the SOD activities in patients with acute attacks. But the changes of the contents of MDA and SOD activities did not appear in patients with stationary phase. These results indicate that oxygen free radicals may contribute to the physiopathological process of chronic cor pulmonale.